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Welcome back to term two. The week 
has started well but with great changes. 

Firstly we welcome Sarah Newsome and 
her partner Nick and also Chau, Chong 
(Mrs Jenny Callaway). Sarah is an addi-
tional staff member (P/D/H/P/E) be-
ing paid from additional funds that the 
school has received from our pilot 
school status as part of the devolution 
opportunity. This will release Danielle 
Fellows to work with teachers in plan-
ning and utilising the available technol-
ogy that we possess. Jenny is replacing 
Belinda Ndegwa who has been chosen 
by merit as an Aboriginal Consultant on 
the North Coast based out of Foster. I 
say thank you to Belinda for the work 
that she has done. 

On page 4 this newsletter is a letter ex-
plaining the NAPLAN Tests that will 
occur in Week 4 of this term. NAPLAN 
Tests have been in the news lately be-
cause of a dispute between teacher un-
ions and the Federal Government . The 
issue relates to the misuse of the My-
school Website which allows the creation 
of league tables. After the publication of 
results, earlier this year, newspapers and 
other organisation use them to make un-
fair comparisons between schools. This 
was neither helpful and in some cases 
extremely damaging for schools, their 
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parents and their communities. 

The value of NAPLAN is not a public 
airing of statistics but: the sharing of 
information between school and parents 
through the report card that is provided 
on each child. This is sent home and can 
been discussed with teachers. 

The information to schools on their per-
formance that is used to set targets for 
students and the school for the coming 
year. This information was used last year 
when we completed a four months in-
tensive study of this information to 
amend and further extend our manage-
ment plan. 

Because of this our school will adminis-
ter the NAPLAN tests on the due dates. 
Staff will make up their position closer 
to the date but I want to assure parents 
that the tests will be delivered and our 
students will not be disadvantaged. 

I am excited that our P21 BER project 
of the delivery of two additional class-
rooms will commence next Tuesday and 
a handover of the buildings will occur 
on 29th June at the end of the term. 
These buildings will replace our current 
music and art rooms. 

Brian Debus 
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P & C Meeting  
There will be a P & C AGM on Tuesday the 27th 
April, in the School Library at 5.30pm. 

Election of  officers 

Please come and have your say. 

All parents, community members urged to attend. 
 

 Primary will be holding Health & Safety workshops on Thursday and Fri-
day this week. Students are being asked to bring a bike, skateboard, 
scooter, rip stick or roller-blades to school to participate in activities. 
Don’t forget your helmet too. 

 Jump Rope for Heart Jump-Off  Activity Afternoon on Friday from 2 
pm. 

 Jump Rope for Heart fundraising sponsorship forms due in week 2. 
Please give them to Mrs Shephard. 

Primary Health and Safety Workshop—Thursday and Friday 

Active After School 
Activities 

Active After School 
Activities will  

recommence next 
Tuesday (27th 

April). 
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For your Diary 
Thursday 22nd April  Health and Safety Workshop 

Friday 23rd April  Health and Safety Workshop 

     Jump Rope for Heart  from 2pm 

Sunday 25th April  ANZAC Day Services 

Monday 26th April  Public Holiday 

Tuesday 27th April  P&C Annual General Meeting 5.30pm in the school library 

     Active After School Activities recommences 

Wednesday 28th April  Active After School Activities 

     Menindee Children’s Centre Annual General Meeting 3.30pm  

Friday 30th April  Jump Rope for Heart sponsorship forms in. 

Tuesday 11th May  NAPLAN Language Conventions and Writing 

Wednesday 12th May  NAPLAN Reading 

Thursday 13th May   NAPLAN Numeracy  

Friday 14th  May  NAPLAN catch up day  
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Classified Ads 

All submissions for the school news are to be in by Tuesday 1pm.  A written copy can be left at the school/Post Office 
addressed to ‘SCHOOL NEWS’. Your advert must have your name, address, phone number and signature—this same 
limit applies to teachers.  Every endeavour will be made to print all submitted articles; however, due to a ‘space limit’ 
some articles may have to be held over or reduced to suit our requirements.   
Advertising costs are: $4.40 (basic advert), $11.00 (quarter page), $22.00 (half page) and $44.00 (full page) per week. 
Payment is required when placing advert. 

PLEASE REMEMBER: IF SELLING A CAR OR MOTORBIKE YOU MUST INCLUDE THE REGISTRATION 
NUMBER OR ENGINE NUMBER. Adverts without the above information will NOT be included, phone 80 914 409. 

Lucky ball:  Drawn 19/4/2010. Numbers 2-9-15-16-18-19.  Jackpot: $772.00.  No winner.  Pick 1-19.  
 and Friday  

5pm—8pm 
Large $15.00 
2 for $25.00 

!The annual general meeting for our management committee will be held on Wednesday 28th April at 
3.30pm (2nd week back at school) at the preschool.  Everybody is very welcome and encouraged to come 
along.  Without a full committee the centre cannot operate, so please give a small amount of your time to 
come along and support your community preschool.   
  
Until Next Week  
Hayley D’Ettorre 
Director 

Menindee Children’s Centre News 

PT Room Statistics Term 1 2010 
 
 
 
 

*as of Tuesday 30 March 2010 

Students Who Broke the 
Safety Code* 

Students Who Broke the 
Respect Code* 

Students Who Broke the 
Learning Code* 

Total Suspensions* 

11 8 18 20 

Canteen News 
Zing Frozen Yoghurt fruit bars are 

no longer available.   
They are trying to source a similar 

item so will keep you posted.  
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ANZAC Day public holiday on Monday 26 April, students return 
on Tuesday 27 April. 
 
The NAPLAN 2010 Tests for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be held from Tuesday 
11 May to Thursday 13 May 2010. For more information and test samples, see 
www.naplan.edu.au/parents/parents.html  
 
Education Tax Refund 
If  you receive the Family Tax Benefit you may be entitled to claim a tax refund of  up to 50 
per cent off  eligible expenses for your child’s education for items such as stationery, com-
puters, printers, Internet and educational software. 
Find out more at www.ato.gov.au 
 
Positive Parenting Podcast 
Listen to James O’Loghlin interview Professor Matt Sanders with practical tips that parents 
can use to help their children get on well at school, interact with others, and have the emo-
tional, behavioural, and social skills they need to do well in life. Podcast can be heard at: 
www.schools.nsw.edu.au/news/ezine/yr2010/issue01/l_parenting/index_t.php  
 

Primary school 
Tips for parenting tweens (9 to 14 year olds) 

Simple things you can do right now: 
 sit together at mealtimes - there is a lot of  evidence that shows this is powerfully protec-
tive for kids in modelling good behaviour and giving them a sense of  belonging. 
 know what your kids are up to with their friends and online 
 encourage activities outside of  school run by trusted adults 
 go to school parent open-days, and other events and functions 
 provide clear and consistent ground rules for behaviour 
undertake a parenting program or read books on parenting this age group. 

More advice about tweens at www.schools.nsw.edu.au/schoolparents 
 

High school 
Digital Citizen tip: Digital communication 
There are lots of  ways to communicate - but are they equally appropriate every time? For ex-
ample, your child wants a best mate to come over. Their parents may prefer to be phoned and 
asked in person (so they can verify it's okay with you) than have your daughter text the invita-
tion to their child. It takes knowledge and judgement to communicate well. As children ven-
ture on to chat rooms and social networking sites like Facebook, they'll also have to make de-
cisions about who to communicate with, how much information to share with them and how 
to interact appropriately with online contacts. 
More tips at www.schools.nsw.edu.au/click  

News Tips from the Department of  Education 
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Chong’s Completely Useless Facts 
Did you know... 

-The @ symbol has become an important part of e-mail culture. It separates the User 
Name from the Domain Name. All countries throughout the world use the same symbol 
but it obviously has a different name in other tongues. In English it is simply the 'at' sign. 
Here are just a few of the more endearing terms: 
-Italy: 'chiocciolina' - which, in Italian, means 'little snail' 
-France: 'petit escargot' - also 'little snail' 
-Germany: 'klammeraffe' - which means 'spider monkey'. 
-Dutch: 'api' - a shortened version of 'apestaart' or 'monkey's tail'. 
-Finland: 'miau' or 'cat's tail'. 
-Norway: 'kanel-bolle', a spiral shaped cinnamon cake 
-Israel: 'shtrudel' - following the pastry concept 
-Denmark: 'snabel', an 'A' with a trunk. 
-Spain: 'arroba'. the Spanish symbol for a unit of weight of about 25 pounds 

Did you know... 
Pokemon stands for "pocket monster." 

Keep your eye out next week for 10 more useless facts!! 

Joke of the week 
Some guy bought a new fridge for his house.  

To get rid of his old fridge, he put it in his 
front yard  

and hung a sign on it saying: "Free to good 
home.  

You want it, you take it."  
For three days the fridge sat there without even 

one  
person looking twice at it.  

He eventually decided that people were too 
untrusting of  

this deal.  
It looked to good to be true, so he changed the 

sign to  
read:  

"Fridge for sale $50."  
The next day someone stole it. 
Caution... They walk among 

us! 

23rd April  

Vanessa Hollis 

Whittney Philp 

 

25th April  

Troy Sloane 

 

27th April 

Jasmine Meehan 

 

28th April   

Emma Slater 
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Anzac Biscuits 
Ingredients: 
2 cups of rolled oats  

2 cups flour  

2 cups coconut  

1 1/2 cups sugar  

250g butter  

4 tblspns golden syrup  

1 tspn baking soda  

2 tblspn boiling water 

 

Method: 

Turn oven to 160'C. Lightly grease oven trays.  

Put oats, flour, coconut, sugar in big mixing bowl. Melt butter 
and golden syrup in pan. Take off heat.  

Mix baking soda and boiling water in a cup. Add to melted butter 
in the pan. Quickly add to big mixing bowl. Mix well.  

Roll tablespoonful lots into balls. put on trays 5cm apart. Press 
lightly with fork.  

Bake for 20 minutes, one tray at a time.  
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